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	Dear <:FirstName:>

Earlier this week, I e-mailed you my new "e-Genda" and asked for your views on a number of issues. Many of you responded - thank you. If you did not, perhaps you will consider responding today. Below are the results of yesterday’s survey, and new questions are posted for your feedback. You might find them interesting. 

As promised, I have also included an update on an item I am working on in Congress. Because I have heard from so many constituents regarding the need for election reform, below is information on legislation I have introduced on that topic. In the coming weeks, I will send subscribers to the e-Genda periodic updates on issues that affect our community. To sign up, please check the box to the right and click "send". 

I hope you find this information interesting and useful. Please feel free to contact me by phone, fax, or e-mail (information listed below), fill-out the attached survey, and sign-up for the e-Genda. Thank you, and I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Sincerely,


Rush Holt 

P.S. The schedule for my upcoming town hall meetings is below. Please come if you can. 

Making Sure Your Vote Counts

Following the voting irregularities that were in the news in 2000, Congress passed the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) of 2002, which, among other things, helped states and localities replace punch cards and other troublesome voting techniques. For example, many localities have purchased new electronic voting machines. While these machines have many advantages, they suffer from a fatal flaw - they do not allow voters to verify the accuracy of their votes, and they do not produce a verifiable record in the event of a recount. Recently, numerous scientific studies, including those conducted by reputable experts at Johns Hopkins University and Science Applications International, have identified major security flaws in these new electronic voting machines. 

I would like to let you know that I have introduced legislation, H.R. 2239, The Voter Confidence and Increased Accessibility Act, to help make sure that your vote is counted properly in every election, and that you have the opportunity to verify your vote. My bill would require all voting machines to produce a paper record that voters can view to check the accuracy of their votes, and that election officials can use to verify votes in the event of a computer malfunction, hacking, or other irregularity. It has more than 120 bipartisan cosponsors in the House of Representatives , and Senator Bob Graham has introduced an identical bill in the Senate. 

(Click here to learn more) 
UPCOMING TOWN HALL MEETINGS 

Please come join me at one of my upcoming meetings to discuss issues such as job creation, Medicare and prescription drugs, hometown security, open space, affordable housing, and other issues that are on your mind. 

Saturday, March 13
9:00 a.m.
Come learn about how to finance a college education at this Financial Aid Workshop, presented in conjunction with the Sallie Mae Fund. Franklin High School 
415 Francis Street , Franklin Township 

10:00-11:30 a.m.
Town Hall meeting
Council Chambers
475 DeMott Lane, Somerset, Franklin Township 

1:00-2:30 p.m. 
Come and speak with me one-on-one during my "Office Hours." Borough Hall
Second Street , Frenchtown 

Monday, March 15
7:00-8:30 p.m.
Town Hall meeting
Old Bridge Library
1 Old Bridge Plaza, Old Bridge 

Saturday, March 27 
2:00-3:30 p.m.
Special Town Hall meeting to discuss community efforts regarding Fort Monmouth and the upcoming round of base closures.
Eatontown Borough Community Center
68 Broad Street , Eatontown ( Note corrected address ) 

Results from Previous Survey



1) Please choose the issue most important to you and your family. 
Answer 

Percent 

Affordable Healthcare and Prescription Drugs 

24.02% 

Clean Air, Clean Water, and Open Space 

22.78% 

Creating Jobs and Improving New Jersey's economy 

31.65% 

Improving Local Schools 

8.39% 

Homeland Security 

13.16% 



2) Which of the following concerns you the most about the rising federal deficit? 
Answer 

Percent 

Social Security lacking the funds it needs 

21.46% 

Government unable to afford spending for education, health and other areas 

29.32% 

Debts being passed to future generations 

19.71% 

The government losing control of its finances 

19.03% 

Higher interest and mortgage rates and a weaker economy 

10.49% 



3) How would you rate local economic conditions today? 
Answer 

Percent 

Excellent 

2.92% 

Good 

30.57% 

Only fair 

53.62% 

Poor 

12.89% 



4) Do you think the local economy is getting better, getting worse, or staying about the same? 
Answer 

Percent 

Getting better 

19.76% 

Getting worse 

32.87% 

Staying about same 

47.38% 
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Yes, please periodically send me the E-Genda and occasional e-mail updates.
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In this e-Genda



Ensuring All Votes Are Counted 

Upcoming Town Hall Meetings

Results from Previous Survey 
Today's Survey

Please take a few moments to share your views. I will report the results in an upcoming 
e-Genda. 



How much confidence do you have that your vote will be counted properly on an electronic, touch-screen voting machine?
Top of Form

[image: image9.wmf]

A lot 
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A fair amount
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Some 
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Not much at all 



Would you be more confident that your vote will be counted properly if all electronic voting machines printed out a paper record that you could verify, and that election officials could use in the event of a recount?
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Yes
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No



How often do you think votes are improperly counted by electronic voting machines? Do you think it happens: 
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A lot of the time 
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Some of the time 
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Hardly ever 
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	District Office 
50 Washington Rd. 
West Windsor, NJ 08550 
Phone - (609) 750-9365
Fax - (609) 750-0618 
	Website:

http://www.holt.house.gov
	Washington Office
1019 Longworth House Office Building Washington, D.C. 20515 
Phone - (202) 225-5801 
Fax - (202) 225-6025
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