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	Below are some legislative items I have been working on that may be of interest you. Please take a minute to read them over, and let me know what other issues you'd like to hear about by clicking here. Thank you in advance, and I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely, 

Rush Holt

Keeping New Jersey Safe From Supersized Trucks

New Jersey's narrow roads are not designed for wide tractor-trailer trucks. Since 1999, the state of New Jersey has prohibited travel on its most narrow roads unless they are making or picking up deliveries. That year, I prevailed upon then Governor Whitman to issue a ban and later the state legislature codified it into law. Last week, I asked Congress to defend our state's right protect communities from the unnecessary traffic, physical danger, and highway damage posed by super-sized trucks. I introduced an amendment to H.R. 3550, the Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (TEA-LU), which would have codified New Jersey's authority to limit the use of super-sized trucks on local roads. The amendment was a response to a U.S. District Court's recent declaration that New Jersey's restrictions on two types of large trucks - 102-inch-wide trucks and double tractor-trailer combinations - are unconstitutional. While the amendment failed, I will continue to do what I can in Congress to keep supersized trucks off our local roads. 

To learn more about what I'm doing to keep trucks off our roads, click here.

Reforming Our Intelligence Agencies To Prevent Future Terrorist Attacks

Nearly three years after our government failed to prevent the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, Congress has done little to reform our Intelligence Community. That's why, along with my Democratic colleagues on the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, I have introduced the Intelligence Transformation Act, a sweeping legislative reform package to modernize and transform the Intelligence Community. Among other things, it would create a Director of National Intelligence (DNI), who would have authority over all eleven intelligence agencies within the American intelligence community. Currently, the Director of the CIA is supposed to run one of the agencies, the CIA, and function as the director of all the intelligence agencies. As we have learned, it is impossible for one person to perform effectively both of those competing tasks. Creating a DNI was one of the major reforms recommended by the bipartisan, bicameral Joint Congressional Inquiry into 9/11.

To learn more about other reforms proposed in the legislation,
click here.

Allowing Military Families To Welcome Home Fallen Family Members

Earlier this month, I cosponsored a resolution in Congress (H.Con.Res 384) that calls for the removal of all restrictions that prohibit mourning military families, veterans, and others from attending the arrival of fallen soldiers at military installations in the United States. Since 1991, members of the Armed Forces who have died in combat have been transported to Dover Air Force Base, and no members of their family, the public, or the media have been allowed to give tribute with their presence. I firmly believe that families of soldiers ones should be able to welcome their loved one home when he or she arrives. 

To read the resolution, click here. 
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