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Victory on Overtime Pay...For Now

Last week, I informed you that the U.S. House of Representatives was about to vote on an amendment that would prevent the implementation of a new policy that could deny millions of employees their overtime eligibility. I am pleased to report that the amendment passed by a vote of 223-193. That's the good news. 

The bad news is that the House Republican Leadership has already said it plans to overturn the will of the House by deleting the amendment later this year, when the House and Senate meet to reconcile their two versions of the bill. I will do everything in my power, by working with the bipartisan coalition of members who support overtime eligibility, to make sure that millions of employees are not precluded from earning the overtime pay they are owed. 

To read the speech I gave on the House floor during debate of this issue, click here. 

Assault Weapons Ban Allowed to Expire

I am disheartened to report that on Monday, September 13, at 12:01 a.m., the Assault Weapons Ban was allowed to expire despite widespread public support for renewing it. This refusal to take a simple, common-sense step to protect Americans -- especially police officers -- from these battlefield weapons will have tragic consequences. I am already a co-sponsor of legislation to renew the ban, and will continue to work for sensible policies that keep our communities safe. 

Click here to read my statement on the demise of the ban.

Stem Cell Research: The World is Passing Us By 

According to the New England Journal of Medicine, 128 new embryonic stem cell lines have been produced since President Bush announced his decision to limit federal support for stem cell research to only 22 existing lines on August 9, 2001. Scientists believe that research on these additional cell lines could lead to breakthrough treatments for devastating diseases such as diabetes, Alzheimer's, Parkinson's, Marfan's syndrome (a cause of early and sudden death), Fragile X syndrome (a cause of severe mental retardation), Neurofibromatosis Type 1 (a cause of severe disfigurement), and nerve damage such as spinal cord injury. 

I am opposed to the President's policy because I believe that embryonic stem cell research is the humane approach to curing or treating these diseases. Researchers in America are already losing ground to their colleagues overseas, and we should not allow the U.S. fall farther behind. 

Click here to read an op-ed by Ruth R. Faden and John D. Gearhart in the Washington Post.

Sincerely,

Rush Holt
Member of Congress 
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