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His Excellency H.E. Sameh Shoukry
Ambassador to the United States
Arab Republic of Egypt
3521 International Court, NW
Washington, D.C. 20008

Dear Ambassador Shoukry:

I'write on behalf of constituents in New Jersey’s twelfth congressional district to convey deep concern
about recent reports of violence against peaceful protesters, hiiman rights activists, diplomats, and
journalists in connection with the ongoing political demonstrations in Egypt.

As you know, the United States is firmly committed to universal rights that include the freedom to -
assemble peaceably, freedom of speech, and freedom of the press. Many of my constituents in central . -
New Jersey have expressed to me their strong opposition to retaliation against Egyptian protesters and:
their reservations about U.S. assistance to the Egyptian government. I share their condemnation of any
attacks on the legitimate, nonviolent protests expressing the aspirations of the Egyptian people and their
call for the Egyptian military to continue to protect those who are threatened. Furthermore, the Egyptian -
Government must hold accountable those who are responsible for violent assaults against innocent-
protesters.

The United States was founded on the principle that governments derive their just powers from the -
consent of the governed, and we stand with all those who are exercising this basic human right. The
Egyptian people have made clear their desire for democratic reforms. The U.S. government has called
for Egypt to begin immediately a meaningful, orderly, and peaceful transition to a government that
reflects the genuine will of the Egyptian people. As President Obama has made clear, the United States
stands ready to assist the Egypt in any way necessary to ensure the success of this process.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. Ilook forward to your response.

Sinceyely,

RUSH HOLT
Member of Congress




