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Washington – U.S. Rep. Rush Holt voted to ensure that Members of Congress will not receive a
cost of living adjustment during Fiscal Year 2011. Salaries of Members of Congress and
Senators are subject to automatic pay raises as determined by the Ethics Reform Act of 1989.
As a general rule the annual salary adjustments go into effect automatically unless Congress
prohibits or modifies the adjustment through legislation. The percentage increase must be less
than or equal to the increase for federal civil employees as determined by the Office of
Personnel Management’s General Schedule (GS) system. Below is his statement:

  

“There is no reason why Members of Congress should get a raise while so many families are
struggling to find employment, pay their mortgages, and make ends meet. I consistently have
opposed and will continue to oppose Congressional salary increases during difficult economic
times.  I have cosponsored legislation that would have prevented the Congressional pay
increase from going into effect for the 2009 and 2011 Fiscal Years and supported efforts to stop
the automatic pay raise for Fiscal Year 2010."

      “While this is not a large amount, it is a reminder that we always must be fiscally
responsible. I was pleased that we restored pay-go rules in the House, ensuring that every new
dollar of spending is offset and will not worsen the deficit. The House's “pay-as-you-go” rule
requires that legislation affecting direct spending or revenues must not increase the deficit (or
reduce the surplus) over a six-year or eleven-year period.   

“PAYGO is only one tool, but it is a strong one to return our Nation back to fiscal stability.
Likewise, preventing salary increases for Members of Congress is another way to demonstrate
our commitment to restoring fiscal stability in the federal government.”
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