Holt Seeks Disaster Declaration to Address New Flooding
Thursday, 08 September 2011 08:58

(Washington, D.C.) — U.S. Rep. Rush Holt (NJ-12) today wrote to President Obama to request
that FEMA expand its recent disaster declaration for the state of New Jersey to include flooding
related to the latest rain from Tropical Storm Lee. The text of his letter appears below.

Dear Mr. President:

In light of the heavy rainfall and flooding brought by Tropical Storm Lee, | write to request that
your administration make a Major Disaster Declaration for those New Jersey counties
experiencing flooding as a result of this storm.

In light of the damage inflicted by the heavy rainfall and high wind speeds brought by Hurricane
Irene, | write you in full and strong support of your Major Disaster Declaration for New Jersey. |
am pleased that all counties in New Jersey have been declared eligible for Individual Assistance
funds and Public Assistance funds and | appreciate the work that the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) has been doing in New Jersey. Thank you for your prompt
reaction to this situation.

As Hurricane Irene roared through the east, central New Jersey braced for the winds, and our
towns and homes were battered by the winds and experienced even more damage from the
water. Unfortunately, as Tropical Storm Lee makes its way up the east coast, water is coming
back to exact further vengeance with even greater floods in some areas in New Jersey. For my
constituents who live along the Delaware River, Tropical Storm Lee is in many ways a
continuation of Hurricane Irene. When Tropical Storm Lee arrived, water levels were already at
record highs and drainage ponds were already flooded as a result of Hurricane Irene.

| respectfully request that your administration make a major disaster declaration for those New
Jersey counties experiencing flooding as a result of Tropical Storm Lee. Federal resources will
be needed so that affected New Jersey residents along the Delaware River can repair and
rebuild their homes and businesses in the wake of the destruction caused by Hurricane Irene
and now the additional flooding caused by Tropical Storm Lee.

Sincerely,

Rush Holt
Member of Congress
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