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(Washington, D.C.) — U.S. Rep. Rush Holt (NJ-12) released the following statement today on
the passing of U.S. Rep. Donald Payne (NJ-10) after a battle with colon cancer.

“Don Payne has been a good friend to me and someone I've looked up to in Congress. No one
in Congress has been a stronger advocate for equality of opportunity in education. No one has
been a greater advocate for child services and youth development. No one has been more
knowledgeable about Africa. No one has voted more consistently for peaceful and non-military
resolutions to problems. No one has been more consistent in the fight to respect workers'
safety and working conditions.

“He always looked after the interests of the entire state of New Jersey and especially of his
constituents. He was instrumental in bringing international attention and condemnation to the
genocide in Darfur. And as a former educator, he brought an invaluable perspective to our work
together on the Education Committee. My thoughts and prayers are with his family, his
constituents, and his many friends.”




