News Alert: House Passes Comprehensive Health Reform
Saturday, 07 November 2009 00:00

Dear Friend,

I just now voted for the Affordable Health Care for America Act . | want you to know about this
development and what the bill means for you. This bill would provide secure and stable health
coverage regardless of whether you change jobs or are between jobs, ensure Americans will
never be denied care if they get sick, and extend coverage to those not well served by the
current system.

This is a historic vote and the furthest we have come toward providing affordable and quality
health coverage to all Americans.

Once this bill becomes law, it immediately would eliminate cases where insurance benefits run
out because of an expensive illness, would allow young adults to remain on their parents’
insurance through age 26, and would shrink the Medicare prescription doughnut hole.

The bill would strengthen and extend existing programs. For example, those who have health
insurance through their employers would benefit from caps on yearly out of pocket costs. Under
the legislation, Medicare would be intact, only better — recipients would benefit from free
preventive care and better primary care. Click here to read more about what the bill would do
for you.

Reform would preserve the relationship between families and their doctors and shift to a focus
on healthy outcomes and rewarding physicians for treating the whole patient.

It would do all these things without adding to the deficit, while it would hold down costs for
families in the future.



http://edlabor.house.gov/documents/111/pdf/publications/AHCAA-DETAILEDSUMMARY-102909.pdf
http://holt.house.gov/pdf/implementation.fs.103009.pdf
http://edlabor.house.gov/documents/111/pdf/publications/AHCAA-SUMMARY-102909.pdf
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This bill is the culmination of one of the most open and deliberative processes in recent
memory. During the past few years, Congressional committees held more than 53 committee
hearings, debated and voted on almost 240 amendments, and considered health reform for 167
hours. We have held thousands of town meetings, read hundreds of thousands of letters, and
met with health care experts and patients. Many of the amendments addressed concerns
raised by constituents, such as an amendment | championed to help small businesses pool
together to purchase insurance at group rates, an idea brought to me by a Monmouth County
small businessman.

When | considered health reform, | talked with patients, seniors, doctors, nurses, small business
owners, and others to learn their perspectives. | received and responded to thousands of letters
from Central New Jersey residents. The stories | have heard highlight the fact that health care
reform is about real people who are disserved by the broken insurance system.

For more information and resources about the Affordable Health Care for America Act,
including the text of the full bill and a bill summary, please visit my website . There you can
also see my remarks during the debate on the House floor.

After carefully analyzing and reviewing this bill, | believe it will improve the quality of life and the
economy of nearly all families and of the nation as a whole. | would not support it if | did not
think so. | look forward to working toward completion of meaningful health care reform
legislation and sending it to the President for his signature.

Sincerely,

RUSH HOLT
Member of Congress

P.S. Just a reminder: | always want to hear from you, but please don'’t reply to this e-mail.
Instead, please email me through my website at www.holt.house.gov , or call me at
1-87-RUSH-HOLT (1-877-874-4658) to let me know what's on your mind. Please also note that
you may unsubscribe from this list by clicking on the "unsubscribe" link at the bottom of this
email.
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