
Trouble in Toyland

As we seek out gifts for the children in our lives, we would hope to have confidence that the toys
on store shelves are safe.  Three years ago, when toxic chemical levels were identified in toys
imported from China, Congress passed legislation strengthening the protections ­enforced by
the Consumer Product Safety Commission, yet a new report found that unsafe products remain
on store shelves.

  

Yesterday, I joined the New Jersey Public Interest Research Group (PIRG) to release their 26th
annual “Trouble in Toyland” report.  The report identified specific toys with excessive levels of
toxic substances like lead, cadmium, or phthalates; toys with sound levels that could harm
children’s hearings; and toys with parts so small that they pose a chocking hazard.  Read their
full report online
.

  

Parents cannot be expected to test every product for lead or cadmium, but they want to know
the toys that they are giving their children are safe.  They need watchdog agencies like the
Consumer Product Safety Commission, as well as organizations like PIRG that make sure the
watchdogs are on duty.

      

 South Brunswick Town Hall on Monday, November 28

  

On Monday evening in South Brunswick, I’ll be hosting a town hall meeting to hear directly from
you about issues affecting you and our community.  I hope to see you there.

  

Monday, November 28, 7:00 p.m.
 Council Chambers
 South Brunswick Municipal Complex
 540 Ridge Road
 Monmouth Junction, NJ 08852

  

 The Way Forward on Our Jobs Crisis
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Trouble in Toyland

  

Earlier this week, the so-called Congressional “supercommittee” – an unelected group charged
with reducing new debt by $1.5 trillion over the next decade – announced that they had been
unable to reach an agreement and would not offer a proposal to Congress.

  

I am not surprised they didn’t succeed.  The supercommittee was, unfortunately, a gimmick –
and moreover, it was focused on the wrong problem.  Its success would have been measured
solely by the depth of its cuts in government services, rather than by the metric that matters
most to New Jerseyans right now:  improved quality of life for all Americans, not just the
privileged few.  Right now, attention should be paid to job creation.

  

What America needs is not drastic budget cuts that will satisfy extremists who oppose the idea
of government, but a reasonable and balanced approach to government that will sustain our
investments in our future and help the 25 million Americans who are out of work or
underemployed to find jobs.

  

Sincerely,

  

Rush Holt
 Member of Congress
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