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I rise in support of the amendment that Mrs. Lowey presented and in opposition to this
continuing resolution, which would completely eliminate the national women's health and family
planning programs known as title X. 

  

The resolution we are considering would cut care to Americans who need it most. Title X funds
ensure that millions of low-income and uninsured individuals have access to primary health
care. For most of these individuals, this is the only medical care they receive.

      

Now, some of my colleagues would argue that title X is all about abortion. That statement is
simply not true. These programs fund prevention, provide lifesaving care to millions of women
each year, cancer detection, care provided, women and families treated with the dignity they
deserve, and it is family planning. 

  

I know these claims, and I know the work of these clinics and their importance to our society.
Maybe the men who put together this continuing resolution don't know what these programs do.
I assure you, I do. Cutting funding to these programs would be devastating for women's health,
and I strongly oppose efforts to do so. 

  

These programs prevent an estimated 1 million unintended pregnancies each year. For every
dollar spent on family planning, several dollars are saved, saved, in Medicaid costs. These
clinics provide lifesaving and preventive care to millions of women. In 2009 alone, providers
performed millions of Pap tests, millions of breast exams, over 6 million tests for sexually
transmitted infections and nearly 1 million HIV tests. 

  

In my home State of New Jersey, it is estimated that the elimination of these programs would
cause as many as 40,000 patients to lose their access to women's health care. I estimate that
without these funds, 14 Community Health Centers would close their doors. 

  

We need to take a careful look at whom we hurt by cutting these programs. In 2009, these
funded health centers provided services to over 135,000 patients. Eliminating national family
planning programs would result in millions of women across the country losing access to
primary care and preventive health care. 

 1 / 2



Family Planning and Womens Health
Thursday, 17 February 2011 00:00

  

I can't emphasize that too strongly. Simply put, without these programs, more women will
experience unintended pregnancies, face potentially life-threatening cancer, and other
disease--diseases that could have been prevented. This is unacceptable.
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