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he may consume to the gentleman
from Washington (Mr. REICHERT), the
former sheriff of King County, who
knows a great deal about combating
violent crime.

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman and also thank the
gentleman from Texas for introducing
this resolution.

As has been said already this after-
noon, Mr. Speaker, this is an impor-
tant issue; and I come before this
House to talk about this issue because
it is a passion that I share with all
Americans across this country to
eliminate, eventually, domestic vio-
lence. As a young person growing up
and experiencing domestic violence in
my own household, and then also as the
sheriff of King County and a law en-
forcement officer for 33 years, I have a
great deal of experience in witnessing
the effects and impacts that domestic
violence has on our own personal lives
and on our communities and our Na-
tion as a whole.

I am proud to be a cosponsor of this
resolution and recognize Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month and to be an
original cosponsor of the Violence
against Women Act of 2005, which will
be considered in the full House tomor-
row. The Violence Against Women Act
has provided Federal resources and pro-
tections for victims of domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault. It is crucial
that Congress reauthorize this pro-
gram.

I want to take a moment just to
share maybe a story or two, to draw a
picture for those who may be listening,
about what domestic violence really
does. It takes lives, it takes families, it
takes communities. I have seen it.

Go to a police call, go to a domestic
violence call as a police officer and
walk into a home and tell me you will
not be impacted and affected by chil-
dren who are hiding and cowering in a
corner, and witness two adults scream-
ing and yelling, and maybe one has a
knife, maybe one has a gun. Children
witnessing violence in their own home,
against people who supposedly Ilove
them. It is sad. It is not only sad; it is
tragic.

Domestic violence can lead to all
sorts of other issues that affect and im-
pact our children: alcoholism; drug
abuse; emotional, physical abuse; sex-
ual abuse in the family; and it drives
children from their homes and on to
the streets. I have seen that too. I have
seen them driven on to the streets and
into the arms of people who want to do
them harm.

The month of October is designated
as Domestic Violence Awareness
Month. It is good that we have a month
where we can think back and look at
where we came from. In 1972 when I
started out as a police officer and you
got a call to a family fight, that is
what they called it then, a family
fight, you would drive up and meet the
people standing in the yard or scream-
ing in their house and the kids in the
corner cowering because they are
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afraid that their mom or dad might be
hurt, their mom or dad might go to
jail, or they might be hurt.

[ 1530

The police officer back then only
would separate the parties and wish
them well and they would be on their
way; no counseling, nobody went to
jail, nobody held accountable, nobody
held responsible in 1972 in Seattle.
Today, we now have many, many laws
in place that hold people accountable
who commit these crimes. It is about
time.

We need to do this. We need to re-
member. We need to remember the
crimes of domestic violence because it
will rip our Nation apart. It rips fami-
lies apart, it will rip our Nation apart,
and I look forward to continuing my
work in stomping out domestic vio-
lence.

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Many law enforcement officers will
tell us that responding to a domestic
violence call is one of the most dan-
gerous crimes to be called to inves-
tigate. My husband was a law enforce-
ment officer for 20 years, and they were
the calls that he felt threatened by and
that he always felt so sorry for the
family members involved, and cer-
tainly for the children.

I have served on several boards of do-
mestic violence shelters, and I know
how important it is to shine that light,
the public light of scrutiny on the vic-
tim, to bring information about vic-
tims, how they are abused, and also,
the perpetrator, so that by shining this
light on domestic violence and having
Domestic Violence Awareness Month,
that the public will be better informed,
and that we will continue to see a re-
duction in the number of abusive situa-
tions.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support the adoption of House Concur-
rent Resolution 209.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in sup-
port of H. Con. Res. 209 recognizing October
as Domestic Violence Awareness Month. |
would like to thank my colleague from Texas
for offering this important resolution.

In 2002, family members were responsible
for 43 percent of murders of females. Twenty-
two percent of murders in 2002 were by family
members. The average age for a child killed
by a parent is 7 years old and four out of five
victims killed by a parent were younger than
13 years old. | could go on for hours with
alarming and truly sad statistics similar to
these. As a Member of Congress, | believe it
is my duty to stand here on the House floor
and draw attention to these startling statistics.
It is important to keep reiterating these num-
bers because they aren’t just statistics—they
are women, men, and children. They are our
mothers, sisters, daughters, aunts, cousins
and nieces. In some cases they are our fa-
thers, brothers and sons.

Across the country, day in and day out, indi-
viduals work tirelessly to eradicate domestic
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violence by not only participating in domestic
violence help and support groups but by edu-
cating those on domestic abuse prevention. In
central New Jersey, there are many exemplary
organizations that provide valuable services to
victims of domestic violence.

One organization in Monmouth County, New
Jersey is 180 Turning Lives Around which pro-
vides training and education to both victims
and offenders of domestic violence. Some of
the many services provided by the group are
a School-Based Abuse Prevention Program
designed to raise the awareness of abuse
among adolescents and provide tools to re-
duce the risk of teens entering into abusive re-
lationships, a temporary Safe House for
women and children who are forced out of
their homes because of violence and a 180’s
Families in Transition Program aimed at pro-
viding longer term housing for women and
children who face economic instability if they
leave their abusive relationship permanently.
At these homes, counseling services and
training is provided to get women who have
been abused on their feet again.

Womanspace is a similar organization
aimed at serving all victims of domestic and
sexual assault in Mercer Country, New Jersey.
Womanspace provides counseling and support
services, emergency services designed to as-
sist victims immediately following the initial cri-
sis through hotlines, Domestic Violence Victim
Response Teams and a confidential and se-
cure short term shelter.

Since we passed the Violence Against
Women Act (VAWA) in 1994 the number of re-
ported incidences of domestic violence has
decreased. In New Jersey the cases of re-
ported domestic violence decreased by 2 per-
cent from 2004. Although these figures are en-
couraging, we cannot reduce our attention to
this problem. We must continue to support or-
ganizations that work day in and day out to
educate others on the dangers of domestic vi-
olence and counsel those who are already vic-
tims. We can do this by reauthorizing full fund-
ing for the VAWA which should come to the
House floor soon.

| also hope that we will have the opportunity
to consider other important legislative meas-
ures that will combat this problem. For exam-
ple, Rep. CAPPS, offered in the 108th Con-
gress the Domestic Violence Screening, and
Treatment Act of 2003 that gave States the
option to cover domestic violence screening
and treatment services under Medicaid. One
hundred and twenty two of our colleagues
supported this bill, yet it was never brought to
the House floor for consideration. Rep. ROTH-
MAN offered in the 108th Congress the Do-
mestic Violence Victim Protection Act that
among other things would allow States that
authorize law enforcement to confiscate guns
in certain domestic violence to receive Federal
grants. As legislators, we must be leaders and
take sensible and needed actions to renew
our commitment to eliminate domestic vio-
lence.

Recognizing October as Domestic Violence
Awareness Month is an important first step but
it should not be only action in the 109th Con-
gress. | urge my colleagues to support this
necessary resolution and by supporting this
resolution today make, a commitment to taking
even more steps to eliminating domestic vio-
lence.

Mr. DICKS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to join
my colleagues today speaking in support of H.



